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China breaks into traditional French wine
circles

China is making a further step in boosting its wine culture as a team of three young Chinese
students competed against global rivals in a wine tasting competition at Chateau Lafite-
Rothschild in Bordeaux.

Fan Lina (center) and judges meet Chinese teams at a wine-tasting in Bordeux, France. [Photo by Wang

Mingjie/China Daily UK]

The competition, which is called the Left Bank Bordeaux Cup, is one of the most prestigious
wine contests for college students. First introduced in 2002 by the Commanderie du Bontemps
de Medoc, one of the oldest and biggest French wine appreciation guilds, the contest was a
national event for wine societies in France before it was opened up to the world in 2011.

This year, eight teams took part in the grand finale, which comprised a multiple-choice test on
Bordeaux's history and trivia, followed by a blind tasting in which participants are asked to
determine the grape varieties, vintage and origins of selected wines.

Two Chinese teams, Hong Kong Science and Technology University and Zhejiang Gongshang
University ranked fourth and fifth respectively in the final.

The trophy was awarded to EM Lyon from France, HEC Lausanne came second and Sciences
Po Bordeaux was placed third. Three other participating teams were Bocconi University from
Italy, Columbia Business School and Tuck School of Business from the USA.

Fan Lina, who is a senior chateau M&A advisor and the only Chinese judge on the panel, said:
"the performance from the Chinese team was commendable, given the difficulty of the
questions, which are impossible to find in the textbooks. Some of the questions I don't even
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believe all the judges are able to give the right answers."

Despite the fourth place, Fan said, the Chinese team were doing extremely well in the first half
of the competition in which they held a distinct lead. She believes the Chinese students' lack of
experience in fine wines led to their falling behind in the blind tasting.

China team at the wine appreciation contest in Chateau Laftie-Rothschild in Bordeaux on 16 June. [Photo by Wang

Mingjie/China Daily UK]

But she is confident that with a growing wine interest in China, it will become easier for
Chinese to access high quality wines, adding "very soon we will see China become a wine
master nation."

Whilst explaining the reason for promoting such a competition amongst university students,
Emmanuel Cruse, the world grand master of the Commanderie Bontemps who led the judging
team of 18 for the final, said the aim of this contest is to enable the world's future elites to
come into closer contact with the great growth wines of Bordeaux's left bank.

"There is no other better way to promote Bordeaux wines in such a sustainable manner," Cruse
added.

China team collects the fifth-place award from the Commanderie du Bontemps de Mdoc, one of the most historical

and biggest French wine appreciation guilds. [Photo by Wang Mingjie/China Daily UK]
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Christophe Salin, CEO of the Domain Baron de Rothschild, who was also on the judges' panel,
said young people in China are catching up rapidly with their global peers in terms of wine
knowledge, but to develop an in-depth wine culture requires patience, as it has taken several
generations for Bordeaux to have such a prestige in the wine industry.

Wang Zhengqing, 19, the team captain of the Zhejiang team said: "it is frustrating that we
didn't get to the top three," as he believes the whole team has the capability to do so.

Wang added:"the experience of attending such high-level wine competition is priceless."

The latest figures from Vinexpo predict that wine sales in China will grow by 39.8 percent in
the next three years, leading the country to become the world's second largest wine market
after the US.

Comment here or email to us at readers@chinadaily.com.cn
11 have participated ,View all

Username   Create an account       Please read our community rules

Password   Login       I forgot my password

Comments posted above represent readers' views only. Login And Post

BBSdotPOLICE wrote 2019-10-27 18:51

Better than yorn as the word is English

imranurrahman wrote 2019-10-24 16:07

If you are funny then nothing matters. Main thing is one's ability to have fun, tell jokes and make people
laugh.

emanreus wrote 2019-10-14 15:03

re:[b] 'So turn it into a 'comedy' with Chinese characteristics - i.e. not funny.'[/b] For aggressive people it is
rather difficult to resolve a long standing dilemma... Don't try to mask it: " i.e. not funny... Remember, there's
only one thing that's better than a good joke:[b] a joke so bad that it's good.[/b]

Newtown wrote 2019-10-13 11:16

"raise the quality of the comedy with literature and high conversation skills and dilute slapstick acts etc. not
that tough." So turn it into a 'comedy' with Chinese characteristics - i.e. not funny.

Shamelesslover wrote 2019-8-21 20:51

I'm proud of my special version of 'Chinglish' sometimes, which could represent the good features of
inclusiveness or diversity of the other culture. :victory::handshake

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29795047.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29795047.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29796755.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29796755.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29795508.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29795508.htm
https://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/plugin.php?id=reply&url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5jaGluYWRhaWx5LmNvbS5jbi93b3JsZC8yMDE3LTA2LzE5L2NvbnRlbnRfMjk4MDMyNTMuaHRtIzE1OTA3Mg==&timekey=1578439834&key=a0bff85767ff333d847166af0d899965
https://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/member.php?mod=register.php
https://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/plugin.php?id=reply:txt#maintop
https://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/member.php?mod=logging&action=login&viewlostpw=1


2020/1/8 上午12'32China breaks into traditional French wine circles - World - Chinadaily.com.cn

第 4 ⻚页（共 4 ⻚页）http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29803253.htm

UK PM promises cash aid for
tower fire survivors as anger
mounts

Forest fire kills 62 in Portugal;
search on for more bodies

Portugal forest fire death toll
rises to 62

Copyright 1995 - 2020 . All rights reserved. The content (including but not limited to
text, photo, multimedia information, etc) published in this site belongs to China Daily
Information Co (CDIC). Without written authorization from CDIC, such content shall
not be republished or used in any form. Note: Browsers with 1024*768 or higher
resolution are suggested for this site.

Registration Number: 130349 

About China Daily

Advertise on Site

Contact Us

Job Offer

Expat Employment

FOLLOW US

 

BACK TO THE TOP
HOME CHINA WORLD BUSINESS LIFESTYLE CULTURE TRAVEL WATCHTHIS SPORTS OPINION REGIONAL FORUM NEWSPAPER MOBILE

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29795447.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29795447.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29794649.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29794649.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/18/content_29788943.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/18/content_29788943.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/aboutus.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/advertiseonsite.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/contactus.html
http://chinadaily.zhiye.com/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/static_e/Expat_Employment.html
http://www.facebook.com/chinadaily
https://twitter.com/ChinaDailyUSA
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/2017-06/19/content_29803253.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/index.html
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/world/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/life/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/culture/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/travel/
http://watchthis.chinadaily.com.cn/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/sports/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/regional/
http://bbs.chinadaily.com.cn/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/newmedia.html

